
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 28 November 2017] 

 p6138b-6138b 
Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.01 pm]: I rise to speak about the 16 Days in WA to Stop 
Violence Against Women campaign. Last Saturday, 25 November, marked International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women. In Australia, it is a date shared with White Ribbon Day, which is the world’s largest 
movement of men and boys working to end men’s violence against women and girls. The 16 Days in WA to Stop 
Violence against Women campaign is Western Australia’s inaugural contribution to these efforts. Through to 
10 December, as Human Rights Day, this campaign is about raising awareness, increasing positive actions and 
highlighting the agencies and organisations working hard to end violence against women. 

My government takes this issue very seriously. We have 22 policy commitments aimed at stopping family and 
domestic violence in this state. We know that women and children are disproportionately impacted by this 
particular expression of violence in our communities. Let me be clear: violence against anyone is unacceptable, 
but in Western Australia we still have the distinction of having the second-highest rate of reported physical and 
sexual violence perpetrated against women in Australia. Knowing this and other disturbing facts, we must act. 
That is why one of the first actions my government took was to appoint the state’s first Minister for Prevention of 
Family and Domestic Violence, Hon Simone McGurk, the member for Fremantle. I was pleased to stand with her 
last Friday to launch the inaugural 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence against Women campaign. These are important 
opportunities to send the message that all women and children in this state should be able to live free of family 
and domestic violence. The 16 Days in WA campaign gives each and every one of us an opportunity to focus on 
this message over the remaining week and a half. 
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